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Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory Commission
IEB Bhaban, Ramna, Dhal(a-1000

\(, lllR( | L,s(l:70)/:1008.179 l)are:ll-01 l0ll

l.riixrion lo otfcrs4,roposnts for granting Lic.ns. for Subma.itrc Cnble sy(.ms atrd Services

I Ihc Brnlladesh Teleconlnon'clrion Rcgulalor) Commission (th€ Cootmission) invncs otcrvpropo:tals l-rom

.liSiblf Bunglddcshi enri!ies (rcsldenl cilizens. Non-Rcsidcnl Bangladeshi (NRB), propriclorship$, partr)cNhips-

und$ rhe Partnership Acr, 1932 ard companies rcgistered wirh rhc 'Re8isrru ofJoinr Stock Conpanies and ri.ms'
Lrtrd$ rhe Companies Acr, 1994) or.ioint lcDture with forcign entity for granling License to eslablish. nraintain and

ol).mte Subnrarinc cablc Slstcms and Serviccs. Only enliti€s ha!ins adcquat tinancial. technical and

orgarirrional capabilir!'ro servc in lhe field willapply *ifi an updated lisl oftheir busincss rccord dd rcco.d ol

I Ih. rplilicrDr companies/pann<Lslip llrnrs shall have lo be rcgistcrcd $'ith Reginrar ofJoinl Slock Cohpa ies and
l.innr. ls \ell as \fith thc concetncd chambcr ofconmerce and induslries (iiapplicuhle)

lhc nr.jscdb€d applicarior lbmr alonB sith scncral Lerms and condnions are included in rhe'ltegulalofy and
l-icersirs Cuidc incs for Invitarion ot olfeu/proposals for IssuinS Liccnse to B!ild, Operale and Mainrain
subnrarinc cablc Slsrens und Suvices in Baneladcsh"{No. BTRC/[.L/SC(270)/2008-l?7. Dale:il-01 20ll) $hich
F.,.,il..hl(;n rh.llTR c $eb(ire:tss.l-trJ Elt b,]

\ll .rp|ii.arions dul) scalcd are lo be nrbmited in lbe bor kept in $e Com'tission, IEB llhaban. Ramna. Dhata.
llr0{) ,,jdrcssing rhe ('hairnran. l}aneladcsh Teleconrmunication Rcgulalory comnission d or belore l2 00 hrs on

l6'\1.).2011 lhcsealcdapplic.rrion\villbcopcncdbr_lherepres€n|atileolBTltCall2.l0hrsinthcofiiccolrhe
(oNmirsion on rhe saDre da) in th! prcsence of the applicans or lheir represenrarives who $iU be pfesenl. No
r',plicarion \Lill b0.ecci!cd atier rhe de dli|E.

'lhc (i) nrission Nill issue maxi um 2 (t$o) Licenser lbr Submarine Cable Systems &d Servic€s in Bangladesh
untlcr rhc ln(ernarional Long Dislancc Telccommunicatior Policy, 2010 and as pcr (he lerms and conditions oflhd
glid.lincs mad€ lor the purpos€ lhe Covemmcnr res€rves fi€ right 10 rcduce thc numbcr ot Submarinu Cablc

SJ(ens and SeNices Liccnse.

lhc (l(nn$ission shall fbllow thc l.icensing Procedure Rcgulalions, 2004 to issle the Subnarine Cable Syslerns an{l

Senice\ l.ic€nsc as laid dos. in th. Regulabry and Licensing ou idelines.

7 ,\i) olrcrs/proposlls submitcd \vhich docs lol eonrpl' with lhe tcms ard condiljotrs ol lht above leBula(n) atrd

li.cn\ing guidclines. \f ill not bc ac!,jped.

'lhc (lommjssion ruserlcs thc right !o accepr or reiect uny or all otfcrs/prcposaLs wilhoul asitning any reason

An) ,rpplidant nruy con)Dlunicar€ in Miling lbr lurher clariilcalion on the subicct wilh thc Deputy Dircctot, l-cgal

!,,r1 i.iconsine Division. Bangludesh Ielccommunicarion Rcgulalofy Commission, during omce hours on rrorking
(li!s rill 17"' Apil, 201 l. $hich may be addres$d in the B I RC wcbsile accordingly.

I)epuly Director
l.csal and Licensing I)i!rsion

ul RC
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BANGLADESH TELECOMMUNICATION
REGULATORY COMMISSION

lllB llhaban. Ramna. Dhaka-1000

REGULATORY AND LICENSING GUIDELINES

FOR ISSUING LICENSE 'I'O

BUILT'. OPER.\TE AND MAINI'AIN

SUBIlIAI{INI' CABLE (SC) SYSTEMS AND SERVICES IN BANGLADESH

INTRODUCTION

llnngladcsh Tolscomnlunication Regulatory Commission (hereinafler the Comnission) has

bccn cmpowcrcd hy and under the :ieclion ,16 ol'the llangladesh leleconnrunilaliol
RcgulaloD Acl, 2001 (as amcnded) (hcreinafler the *AcC') wirh lhe prior approval o, the
(ir)vcmrncnl 1() issue Liccnses lbr the opemlion and provision of tclecommunication \cr! ices
rId kl d€tcrmine lhe eligibility criteria and olhcr general terms and conditions of l.icenscs.

llilving givcn duc considerarion Io rhe frrincillcs oftransparencv, fairness, non-discnminariou
and all other rclevant principlcs. the Connnission has decided 10 issue Cu,delincs on
l,icensing pfoccdure t(r builtl. upcfa!e dlld rrrtrintairr SC Systcrns arrd Scr!iscs in llangladc\h
as envisaged in the Licensing (Procedure) Rcgularions. 2004 (as amcnded).

lhcse (;uidelines, alor)g wilh thc reflrs rnri {rondilion\ ofrhe liccnser. \horld he rca(i in
coriunction rvilh the Act. any subsequent lcgislation, and prevalent laws or sector policies
tianred b) thc Covcrnmcnt. and othcr rulcs, rcgulations. decrces, orders, decisions.
quidelincs. dircctives and docurnents of general application issued by the Covernment or the
Conrmission fron time to time.

'Ihese Cuidclinos may be withdrawn, revised. updaled or amended from tinr€ to time, without
an\ prior notice. lo take into considcration various factors including, bu1 not limited to, any
threat to public hcalth, national security and slatule or Court orders.

oB.rcc'l'tvEs

I hcsc Cuidclines have bccn prcpared taking inlo account the objective of the Covernment Io
enstlfc inslallation of additional SC Syslems and Services to lacililatc growth of lnfoanation
and Communication 'fcchnology (lCT) and telecom seclor lhrough uninle|rupled
tclccomrnunication serviccs ;n Bans'adcsh
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2.1

r.i

Thcsc Cuidelines are intend€d to
franeNork for Applicant(s) seeking
St'stcnls and Serviccs in Rangladesh.

provide an overview of thc licensing and regulatory
to obtain l-icerse to build, operate and nlainlain SC

t.l
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" :l.l Li."n." t() bc issucd undcr these (;uidclines \\ill authorize a| opcralor to burtd. operate and

rDarrliriI hirh capacil\ op{ic0l Iibcr S(l ljvstens and Sc|'!ices to connccl Bangladcsh
rrlunati{)nalN aDd build. opcrarc. nainrain or arrange Oplical I.ibcr Ctablc (OI]C) backhaul
uplo Dhaka-

]. I)EI.'INI'I'IONS, INTEIIPRETATIONS AND ABBRI.:,VIAI'IONS

lhc definitions and inlerpretations ofthe relevanl lerms, alongwillt pertinent abbrevialions, are
annexed hcrewith as SCHEDULE-l ofAPPENDIX-4.

J. (;DNEr{Ar.RtiQUIRt:MllNTS

'I I fhe follo\\ ing arc the priocipal legal slarrrcs govcrning the relecommunication indusl.y in
llangladcsh:

(a) lhe Bantsladesh Telecommunication Regulation Act.200l (as artended)-

(b) The Wircless Tclegraphy Act. l93l and The l'elegraph Aot, 1885. for matters which
are not covered by the Bangladesh l-elecontmunicalion Regulalion Act. 2001 (as
amended).

(c) The llangladesh Teleoommunicalion Rcgulatory Cofinrission (Lioensing Procedurc)
Regulations. 2004 (as amended).

(dl The Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory Commission (lnterconnection
Rcgulations, 2004).

(o) Any Act of Parliament or Ordinance and the Regulation(s) made or to be made by th€
Commission.

(l) All AgreementvMemorandLrms of tjnderslanding cxccutcd by thc applicanl. rclaled ro

thc licensing conditions provided in thc instant g!idelincs. shall bc exclusivel)
govcrncd as to all maltcrs, including validity, construclion and performanoe, by and

ond€r the laws olBangladesh.

,i ,l ,,\pplican(3) shnll be disqualilied liom obtaining a Liccnsc if on) provision listcd rn sub
clruses belorv applies lo its owner(s) or to any of ils direcor(s) or panner(s) or to the
applicanl(s) hinrself:

,1 l. I Hc is an insane pcrson;

,12.1 lle has been senlcnced by a court undcr any law, other than this Act. to imprisonment
for a rernr of 2 (two) years or more, and a period of5 (five) years has not elaps€d since

his release frorn such imprisonment;

.1.2..1 IIe has been senlcnced by a court for commining ofany offence under the Act and a

poriod of 5 (five) years has nol elapsed since his release from such imPrisonnlent;

1.2..1 llc has been declared bankrupt by the Court and has not been dischargcd from the

liability of bankruptcy;

l.l.j tle has been idenlificd or declared by the tlangladesh Bank or by the court or by a bank

or frnancial instilution as a defaulter loanee ofthat bank or inslitttion;

1.2.() Ilis License has hcen cancellcd by the commission al any lime dufing the la$ 5 (tlve)
voatsi


